Childhood epilepsies--a measure of concern.
Childhood epilepsies are a serious and sizeable problem, and children with epilepsy have many needs. Epidemiological studies carried out 20-30 years ago provided valuable information on the incidence and prevalence of epilepsy in children. However, the causes of epilepsies in most children still remain unidentified. Following the introduction of an international classification of epilepsies and sophisticated brain scanning techniques, new population-based studies should now be performed to determine the prevalence and long-term outcome of the various types of epilepsy in children. These studies will undoubtedly lead to a greater understanding of childhood epilepsies and should result in better management of this condition.